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WE PAUSE TO REMEMBER 
The sun shined brightly on September 11, 2026 . . .just as it did 25 years ago.  

However, as we gathered, we remembered that day back in 2001.  Our country 

would never be the same due to the terrorist attacks on our home soil. Just as 

numerous communities across the nation paused to reflect on the events of that 

day, so too did Greene County. Greene County Legislature Chairman Patrick 

Linger welcomed all in attendance just before the colors were posited.  

Emergency Services Director John P Farrell led the crowd in reciting the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  The keynote speaker was Cornell Morris, Ret. Colonel 

US Army and was followed by various elected officials. As its tradition every 

year, the roll call of Greene County individuals who lost their lives while on 

duty as a firefighter were read by Richard Frasco (East Durham Fire), as well 

as the roll of law enforcement.  A moment of silence was held and followed by 

a gun salute.   

Anyone attending saw something new this year.  In respect to the 25th anniversary, there were 2077 

flags placed on the grounds by the Greene Count American Legion – one for each innocent 

individual who lost their life that fateful day.    
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"Charge into Fire Safety: Safe Charging Is a Superpower" 

October is National Fire Safety Month 

 

During the month of October, several Greene County fire companies gave presentations at area 

schools to stress the importance of knowing fire safety.  Thank you, Athens, Catskill, Coxsackie, 

Greenville, Kiskatom, Palenville, Prattsville, and West Athens. 
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Ashland Fire Department 

 
 

 

 

So many saw the 2,976 flags around the tent during the recent 

GCVFA convention in Ashland.  A flag was placed in memory of 

each innocent life lost on 9-11. 

 

What you didn't see was the 6+ hours of dedication it took to make 

it happen. Those individuals that got it done were honored to do 

so.  

 

This photo, to the left, is of the last one going in. All the volunteers 

were beyond amazing and made the vision come true.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the winners of our gun raffle. 

First place - Clippy Soule 

Second Place - Audy Tompkins 

Third Place - David Lodge. 

 

 

 
Ashland’s annual golf tournament was once again a great success! Sorry for the delay 

in getting this out but with hosting the convention and everyday life it's been a little 

hectic this year. For everyone who participated or donated, THANK YOU!  Over $ 

5800 is going to the burn unit this year. 

Sincerely, Ashland Fire Department, Randy Tuttle, Foreman. 
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Athens Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Firefighting . . . It’s A Family Affair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catskill Fire Department 

 

.  
 

Catskill firefighters visited Mama Bear Daycare. They absolutely loved our visit with the children 

talking about fire safety and showing our equipment.  Officer Kate from Catskill Police, as well as 

being a firefighter, brought her dog to meet all the children. Thank you, firefighters Rogers and 

Della Monica, for engaging our future generation of this community.  It was a most enjoyable day 

for all.  
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Catskill Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary gathered for 

their annual dinner! While this year’s celebration 

looked a little different than it had in the past, the 

laughter, friendship, and camaraderie were still just as 

strong.  It was wonderful to welcome both our new and 

seasoned members and celebrate the amazing women 

who make things so special. Here’s to creating new 

memories, continuing traditions, and supporting one 

another along the way.  

 

 

 
Catskill Firefighters recently gave a presentation to the community at 

the Robert Antonelli Senior Center on fire safety.  Lt. Swart reviewed 

key topics, such as Smoke detectors, keeping clear paths of egress in 

your home, fire extinguisher use, common causes of house fires and 

how to prevent them from happening, keeping doors closed and flow 

path. etc.  The seniors showed their gratitude by putting together a 

gift basket and serving cake for our members to enjoy.  Thank you to 

the senior club officers for having us come out to do this talk!  

 

 

 
Thank you to the Catskill United Methodist Church thrift store for 

donating $400 towards buying smoke detectors for those in need. 

Smoke detectors are the cheapest, most reliable first line of defense 

to alert you and your loved ones of fire. 

The Webers are longtime community members who along with the 

entire congregation of the church want to do their part to protect the 

community. We can’t thank them enough. 

Pictured from the left to right is Mr. Webber, Catskill Assistant Chief 

Ed Dolan, Mrs. Webber and CFD Treasurer Joe Kozloski.  
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Coxsackie Hose Co. #3 

 
Thank you to the Riverside Festival Committee 

for a fantastic festival, also thank you to 

everyone who stopped by our booth to 

purchase food or merchandise. We truly 

appreciate all your support.  
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East Durham Fire Company 

 
At the annual election of officers for the year 2027, the following were elected: 

Chief (Car 1) - Joseph van Holsteyn 

1st Assistant Chief (Car 2) - Matthew Matice  2nd Assistant Chief (Car 

3) - Brian Lewis  

3rd Assistant Chief (Car 4) - Danny Byrne  4th Assistant Chief (Car 5) - Russell Jennings  

Safety Officer (Car 8-40) - Rusty Sala  

 

President - Alan Beechert Sr 

Vice President - Garry Deatsch Jr.    Recording Secretary - John P. Bondrew 

Treasurer - Margeaux Ringwald-Deatsch   Financial Secretary - Richard Frasco  

Sgt-At-Arms - John Vantassel     Chaplain - Richard Frasco 

Trustee (3 Year Term) - Josh Dedrick  

Congrats to all the incoming officers, and a big thank you to all the officers who have served.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Nine members of the EDVFC 

family went to Albany to 

honor those fallen in the 

9/11 attacks 25 years ago by 

climbing 42 stories of 

Corning Tower. Together 

they raised $3170 for 

Tunnels2Towers! A new 

team record! Never forget 

and thank you to all those 

who have supported the 

team! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/joseph.vanholsteyn?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/matthew.matice?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/brian.lewis.16940?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/russell.jennings3?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/rusty.sala?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/alan.beechert.3?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/garrydeatschjr?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/margeaux.ringwald.deatsch?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/richard.frasco?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/john.vantassel1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/josh.dedrick.3?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgXfxBYKslRQKfoKKWrV-wJJM4s5Fk0pd8yfR_GjOmCgki1a2TjpHt1X5Te0Md3NFJKJIWATUyZt-m1xUoMZw5KSL2SUhUXG9FD13PX4uvtbNrahQHzH7f5VrSarVcChdWOZQ7C9z9A6-TGNCtZd9x5Aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Hensonville Hose Company 

 
 D E M P S E Y S T R O N G  

It all started with “We should do a chicken BBQ for them.”  

The hole started and we kept digging until that hole turned 

into CD Lane Park, live music, raffles, touch-a-truck, face 

painting, temporary tattoos, lemonade stand, K-9 demo, 

Sheriff’s Child ID, magic, balloons, 1,000 chicken halves, and 

yep… the petting zoo!  What began as a simple idea to help 

the Dempsey family turned into something so much bigger. 

And we are still in awe.  It became a force.  A family.  It became a community.  It became neighbors 

helping neighbors.  Friends becoming family.  People showing up for people they may have never 

even met.  It became a very large shoulder…. 

1,000 chicken halves, countless hours, overflowing tables, amazing donations, laughter, tears, 

healing, music, kids running around, and so many helping hands. 

Most importantly, it became a reminder that they are surrounded by people who care.  We love 

you guys!!   

There is absolutely no way we could name everyone who played a part, but we need to try. 

• To the incredible members (family) of HHC who showed up day and night, never once 

hesitated to jump in, worked behind the scenes, and even sat roadside selling 50/50, selling 

brownies, and selling the very last of what we had left in chicken halves the day after — you 

gave your time, your energy, and your hearts. We are so incredibly grateful.  WE WERE 10 

HALVES AWAY FROM BEING SOLD OUT!  From 1,000!! 

• To our brother volunteer fire departments — there are simply no words. We could not have 

pulled off 1,000 chicken halves without you. You came when we called, you worked 

alongside us, and you helped make the impossible look easy. We are proud to stand beside 

you. 

• To every volunteer — adults and kids — THANK YOU! Whether you were cooking, serving, 

setting up, cleaning, selling tickets, running games, carrying boxes, or just jumping in 

wherever you were needed… every single one of you mattered. 

• To the many, MANY donors — the businesses, families, organizations, and individuals who 

gave so generously. The prizes, food, gift certificates, auction items, supplies, and countless 

other donations were incredible. You helped make the day possible. 

• To everyone who came out and supported - whether you bought a chicken dinner, bought 

raffle tickets, bid on an auction item, brought your kids, shared a post, donated, or simply 

showed up — YOU helped. 

• And to everyone who prayed for the Dempsey family — those prayers mean more than we 

could ever put into words. 

We started this with one thought: “How can we help?” and our community answered that question 

in the most beautiful way possible.  You stood beside the Dempseys.  You stood beside us.  And we 

all stood together.   

From the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU.  

Thank you for the hours. Thank you for the donations. Thank you for the hard work. 

Thank you for the laughter. Thank you for the love.  Thank you for the prayers. 

It truly takes a village… and this village showed up.  Together, we are stronger.   

Rest easy, little cowboy. We will stand beside you.  
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Kiskatom Fire Company 
Maybe you came to take out or maybe you came to eat-in at our Annual 

chicken BBQ. 

Whatever way, we truly thank you for all your support. 

It's a lot of work that not only is successful by what our members and ladies 

aux. do but by YOU, our community, supporting it! THANKS!!   

 
  

 

New Baltimore: Cornell Hook & Ladder 
 

Election Day Chicken Barbecue 

77 Gill Road Firehouse - Drive-through 

Cost $15 a dinner for 1/2 chicken; Baked potato; Vegetable; Coleslaw  & Roll  

Preorders will be accepted until October 30th and are highly recommended to 

guarantee a meal. There will only be a limited number of meals available on 

the day of the event.  

Call 518-756-8312 or text (518) 694-2219 to preorder. Leave your name, phone 

number, and number of meals you would like. 

 

 

 

Oak Hill-Durham Fire Company 

 
OH-D members conducted fire extinguisher training for staff at Haleon. Everyone learned about 

the different types of fire extinguishers and practiced putting out a fire using a fire simulator. 
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Palenville Fire Department 
 

Palenville Fire is always willing to help keep our community clean, via 

Adopt-A-Highway. There was a good turnout of members with two of our 

most senior members setting the tone. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Next Generation! All Catskill High School Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               A Family Tradition 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          The Ferrettis  The Kennys 

 

                                 The Springs  The Lennons  The Garrisons   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                     The Darlings                                                                   The Hanzls 

 



 

Page | 12 

 

 
Congratulations to Jennifer Rouse Lennon on 25 

years with the Ladies Auxiliary of the Greene 

County Firemen’s Association. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prattsville Hose Company 

 
From the bottom of the Prattsville Hose Company’s hearts, thank 

you to everyone who came out to honor and send brother, past 

Chief and Commissioner Randy C. Brainerd, off the way he 

deserved. 

Despite the weather, the turnout was truly incredible. Seeing so 

many people come together to 

honor Randy was a powerful 

reminder of how many lives he 

touched and how much he meant 

to PHC, the fire service and our 

community.   

Prattsville Fire is  forever grateful for the love, support, and respect 

shown to Randy and his family. Know that he’ll be watching over us 

all. 

Thank you, Chief. Rest easy, brother. We’ll take it from here 

 
 

 

During National Fire Prevention week, Prattsville Hose Company 

partnered with their automatic mutual aid department Conesville Fire, in neighboring Schoharie 

County, to teach grade school children fire safety and lithium battery safety and awareness. Smiles 

all around every year 
 

https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.r.lennon?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZilXGMAL3GqaPbS8xY3H-S8d7hMEykeIgPLq0QfjcdrJwoazL_FsXO770x0VC5eUv5cSl_EZYkBT8YIPf1eIPzruCZT5DaUv3f-lbqvNM5Kpj5qJWV6Jr_Olfyvw84B5gSBg2uDiyW9RRuBTWgb7lw78h1D5KxV6hnbiynZjVTVL19DeTIS8iSSPqEQNFmiYlAdi6EH4-3i_XkfteUrO6tblAnn&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
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West Athens – Lime Street Fire Company 
 

 

 

West Athens Fire is grateful to @drinkdripdrop and @nvfc1 for their 

support through the 2026 DripDrop Hydration Giveback Campaign! 

Fast hydration is essential for our firefighters working in summer heat, 

during wildfires, and on long calls. 
The committees have been formed, and they are busy 

meeting in preparation for next year’s GCVFA Convention which they will be hosting.  

Co-chairmen are John J Farrell and James Murphy.  Dates are September 8 – 11, 2027.   

Watch for further announcements as they develop. 

 

 

 

 

An early 75th anniversary present was officially given by the West 

Athens Lime Street Fire District.  A ribbon cutting ceremony was held 

for the new station at 921 Schoharie Turnpike, with volunteers, citizens 

and dignitaries helping to mark nearly three score and fifteen years of 

service. 

“It is a very special day for our 

fire district, our fire company 

and our community,” said John 

P. Farrell Jr., fire district 

chairman. 

Greene County Sheriff Pete 

Kusminsky was among the guest speakers, noting that a 

“firehouse is more than a building. It is a place of service, 

sacrifice, courage and commitment.  When the alarm 

sounds, firefighters don’t ask who needs help, what time it is 

or whether it’s convenient. They answer the call.  

 

 

 

 

 

Greene County Ladies Auxiliary 
Mark your calendars now.  The Greene County Volunteer Firemen’s 

Association Ladies Auxiliary will be hosting this year’s annual 

Christmas Party & Parade at the Firefighters Home in Hudson on 

Sunday December 6.   Santa will be visiting each resident during the 

afternoon and will later join in the parade.  Watch your mail for full 

information.  
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To Craig Seaburg, West Athens – You are in our thoughts & prayers. 

 

 

 

 

To Joan & Bob Abrahamson, and Pete and Judy Kusminsky  

on their recent losses of several loved ones.   

 

 

 

 

Congrats to Palenville Fire Assistant Chief Kenny and his wife Michelle  

on the birth of their son, Declan.  

======================================================= 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the GCVFA and GCVFA-LA, The Booster Line 

would like to extend heartfelt sympathy to the families of the 

following firemanic members who have recently passed 

away.  We apologize to anyone that we missed and offer our 

sincere condolences to their families. 

 

MARY JANE ZANCHELLI – Athens VFD Auxiliary 
RANDY C BRAINERD – Past Chief and Commissioner, 

Prattsville Hose Co. 
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            Athens Volunteer Fire Dept. 
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Do you receive The Booster Line via US Postal Mail?  Printing costs and postage are 

ever increasing, which takes a toll on the GCVFA, and is a huge expense. 

If you have an email address, please send to gcvfaboosterline@yahoo.com and we 

can switch your name from the mailing list to electronically, which helps keep costs 

down.   

If you do not have email, please consider sponsoring an ad or donating to help defray 

expenses. 

If you wish to unsubscribe, please contact The Booster Line at the email address 

above or via mail at Booster Line, 25 Volunteer Drive, Cairo NY  12413. 

Want to be an ad sponsor?  For just $10 a year, your ad will run in 4 seasonal issues, 

as well as the special Convention issue.  We thank our current sponsors for their 

generosity. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gcvfaboosterline@yahoo.com

