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2023 Annual Report

We thank the Greene County Legislature for their continued support to the

Greene County Libraries’ Association, as their financial assistance helps us meet

the needs of our Greene County borrowers. We provide more than just books.

That’s the tip of the iceberg. There’s so much more to libraries! By broadening

our network connections, we are an oasis to the public. We provide

connectivity to the most vulnerable. As a trusted institution, we provide

assistance with technology skills and safety to help people be more

independent. Our libraries use locally relevant content, support local artists;

and have contact with many local nonprofits and businesses for programming;

outreach, and volunteering. We provide opportunities to the public for

meaningful connections in our community. The Greene County Legislature

helps us accomplish this.

There are a total of 24,378 Greene County active Library Card Holders in 2023.

Libraries in Greene County continue to find new ways to help and serve their

communities. We saw an overall increase of 31% more programs being offered,

a 35% increase in program attendance, and a 16% increase in electronic



checkouts compared to last year.

Programs which our Greene County Libraries held this year included:

Concerts, Sing-Alongs; Weekly Story Hours; Summer Reading Programs

offered to the public from PreK-Adult; Robotics; Family Meal Kits;

Community Yoga; Seed Library; Author Talks; Ukulele Club; Trivia Nights;

Therapy Dogs; 4-H programs; Art Classes; Piano Hours; Digital Literacy

Classes; Story Walks; Art Exhibitions; Painting Classes; Recycling Craft

Program; Nature Craft Workshop; Cookie Decorating; Christmas

Ornament Decorating; Letters to Santa November and December; Build

A Bear Kit; Limberjack Workshop; Book Binding Workshop; Tie Dye Art

Workshop; Veterans’ Coffee Hour; Childrens Face Painting; Meditation

Classes; Nutritional Programs; Local History Roundtables; Homeschool

Meet-ups; Children's Halloween Party; Adult & Children’s Take and Make

Kits; Family Movie Nights; Holiday Crafts; Field Trips/Programs for local

schools and districts; Coffee Klatch/senior social time; Columbia-Greene

Community College Classes; Columbia Greene Workforce Training;

Healthcare Consortium; Individual Divestment from Fossil Fuel; Digital

Navigator Programs; Community Connection Event; Plant-Based

Nutrition; Tax Help; Intro to Bookbinding; Mobile Office Hours with Senator

Hinchey; Songbirds Concert; Earth Day Celebration; Joyful Yoga; Wildlife

Show- Birds of Prey; Storywalk in the Woodland at Mountain Top

Arboretum; Juicy June; Piano Hour; Living Safely with Bears; Lego Club;

Quickbooks; Meditation Mondays; Watercolor Painting Workshop; Kid Art

Workshops; Bellydancing; Whale of a Trail Navigation; Essential Oils;



Radio Play; Author Talks; Artist Lecture Series with Catskill Mountain

Foundation; Healthy Heart Series; Story Treasure Boxes; Narcan Training;

Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia; Meet-Up Monday; DIY Gifts &

Gratitude; College Night; Hot Dog! Story Time; Holiday Stroll; Journey with

Journey; Birdwatching; Robotics team (the Evarts Engineers–At their first

competition of the season at the VEX tournament at The Mount

Academy; competing with 30 other teams and won the coveted

Judge's Award).

Outreach Services included visits to Home Sweet Home on the Hudson; The

Eliot at Catskill; Catskill Senior Center; Hearthstone Senior Day Care; Coxsackie

Senior Center; a Pop-Up Library at Bethany Village; a Pop-Up Library at the

Rivertown Senior Apartments and Home Sweet Home assisted living facility

bringing a curated selection of books and other media; along with requests

made by the residents. We place holds and issue library cards all on the go.

Together in total we offered 2,198 Library Programs throughout Greene County

in 2023. With a grand total in attendance of 22,292 patrons. Our libraries also

answered more than 37,048 reference questions and continue to provide free

Wifi after hours.

Library patrons of Greene County downloaded a total of 55,663 electronic

content items, a 16% increase from last year. These are all of the digital

resources we offer such as e-books; digital audiobooks, videos, and music. We

are grateful the County assists us in helping us to meet the demand our



patrons have for our electronic materials. Library physical materials circulated

totaled 18,079 items.



2023 Financials:

● $20,500 of total county funding was divided among the 8 libraries for

Resident Support

● $3,800 went to technical support

● $3,000 went towards the on-line databases that provide access to reliable

health info; business resources; history and genealogy; and homework help

as well as e-magazines

● $4,000 went for eBook and audiobooks

● $700 went to tax preparation

● $1,900 went to outreach (brochures) Book Pages subscription; and a

subscription to Hudson River Valley Heritage. HRVH consists of digital

collections from libraries and cultural heritage institutions that document the

rich history of the Hudson River Valley. Hundreds of images and documents

have been added during the past few years of the pandemic.

Total Expenditures:

$33,900

Thank you again for your continued support. As always we look forward to

accommodating our local Greene County communities and meeting the library

needs of our patrons and of the public.

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine Benson, President of the Greene County Libraries’ Association
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